Ph.D. stepbystep]

Welcome to the Ph.D. in Public Administration program at the ASU School of Public Affairs. The purpose of
the program is to prepare public administration scholars for research and university teaching as well as for
high level public administration professional positions. We wish you luck as you begin your doctoral studies!

i Attend the Student Orientation. The New Student Orientation is usally held in August before classes begin.
For announcements and a calendar of events, see the SPA website at http://spa.asu.edu.

2 Complete the four core courses. The four core courses are offered during the Fall and Spring semesters.
Check the SPA Schedule of Classes for up-to-date class information at http://spa.asu.edu/schedule.

PAF 600 Research Design and Methods (Fall)

PAF 602 Foundations of Public Administration (Fall)

PAF 601 Policy Analysis and Evaluation (Spring)

PAF 603 Organization and Behavior in the Public Sector (Spring)

i Take the Screening Examination. The Ph.D.Screening Exam is taken at the end of the semester in which
the student completes all of the core classes.

i Develop Program of Study Committee. This committee consists of a chair and two members. The chair
serves as the student’s advisor. At least one member of the committee must be on faculty of the ASU School
of Public Affairs.The role of the committee is to help the student prepare a program of study and to assess
the student’s progress in the program.

» Complete courses on the Program of Study.
i Satisfy residency requirement. Students must complete two consecutive semesters in which they register

for a minimum of nine credit hours in each semester. See http://spa.asu.edu/programs/phd_dissertation.htm
for more information about this requirement.

:» Complete Written Comprehensive Examination.
:: Take Oral Exam over Written Comprehensive Examination.

i Establish Dissertation Committee. This committee usually is the same as the program of study committee
but may be different. The rules for who can be on this committee are the same as for the program of study.

:» Write Dissertation Proposal.
i Defend Dissertation Proposal.
:> Advance to Candidacy. A total of 24 hours of 792 Research/799 Dissertation must appear on the Program of Study.

:: Write Dissertation. Students are required to maintain enrollment throughout the duration of their program of study,
including the semester in which they defend their dissertation.

:: File for Graduation.

:: Submit Dissertation to Graduate Studies for Format Review.

:: Defend Dissertation.

: Graduate and Celebrate.
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