ARIZONA STATE UNIVERSITY

The Marvin Andrews Graduate Program in Urban Management
e nation’s premier pregram in arban manay epment innevation

pmieer Caitlyn Mitchell

Marvin Andrews Fellow, Class of 2010-2011

Internship Experience: Alliance for Innovation

In the first year of the program, the internship consists of managing the Alliance for Innovation’s website. |
monitor the Knowledge Network's question board, answer questions and help other cities looking for
information and sharing best practices. In addition to this, | also find weekly examples of innovative practices
currently being implemented around the country in one of the Alliance’s member cities. | interface with cities
and counties around the nation and various other research projects for current themes in local governments. |
enjoy working at the Alliance because it is a relaxed atmosphere that provides a great introduction to local
government needs and a strong network base.

Why the Marvin Andrews Program?

I knew | wanted to pursue a MPA after my undergraduate studies and one of my professors recommended
the Marvin Andrews Fellowship. After looking into the program, | could not imagine a more comprehensive
fellowship. | was interested particularly in the second year internship with an actual city. The first year
experience in the Alliance is a great introduction to the problems and issues facing local municipalities. The
Marvin Andrews Fellowship provides me everything | could want in a graduate program.

- Why a Master of Public Administration?

Hometown: Phoenix, AZ Public administration has interested me since my first course three years ago. The administration side of

Undergraduate: Arizona State University ‘10 government has always seemed to be a more relevant and obtainable to me than the elected political side. |
Major: History & Interdisciplinary Studies want to work at the local level because it will allow me an opportunity to genuinely help others and make a
Graduate: Master of Public Administration, "12 difference in my immediate community. It is possible to actually see and be a part of progress at the local

level. | want to truly make a difference.

What do you want to after graduation?

Ideally I would like to find a rotational internship; learn the ropes, find out my strengths and weaknesses and
work on both. Right now, one of my biggest weaknesses is my lack of experience in the public sector.
Immediately after school, | am looking forward to cementing the theories and lessons learned through
practical application. | want to find a city department, maybe a community service department, or even the
financial department, and develop a specialization as | get comfortable in the public sector. Eventually, | do
want to become a city manager, but realistically | would like to grow into the position.

What do you like best about the School of Public Affairs?
It was the nationally acclaimed reputation that made me stay at ASU. The professors and professional adjunct
faculty that have lined up for the program develop a complimentary mix of technical and real life experience.
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